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Whether you’re selling in Coaley, Uley or Dursley and as far down
as the South Gloucestershire areas
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Coaley Parish Newsletter
New Improved Play Area

The council has authorised
some maintenance work to
be carried out on the
playarea, you may have
noticed the contractors on
site at the beginning of
January. There is new
fencing in place and all the
equipment has been
serviced, also where
needed a fresh coat of
paint has been applied.
There are new swings and
all the trip hazards have
been treated. The old
seesaw has been replaced
with a quartet.

Hopefully the new
improved playarea will
prove a great hit with the
children in the village. If
there is anything which
you feel is still missing and
would be a benefit to
children please contact the
clerk on 545880 or
lynnthornton01@gmail.com
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“Pleasure Gardens”

your Qualified Lady Gardener
01453 546 440 07518 729 995

enjoy your leisure...
the work is my pleasure

Fully Insured and CRB Checked

Veronica Higgins

FROCESTER
FAYRE

T. W. HAWKINS & SONS
Church Farm, Frocester, Stonehouse, Glos. GL10 3TJ
Telephone/Fax: 01453 822054

FARM FOOD AT FAIR PRICES
Suppliers of

Pork, Beef, Lamb and
Homemade ready-to-eat meals.

Buy direct from the farmer and taste the difference.

All products are subject to availability, but please do not hesitate
to contact us for a full product and price list.

All orders over £30 and within 20 miles can be delivered free of charge.

Would you appreciate
some gardening assistance? 

My skills range from weeding
and grass cutting to shrub pruning

and cutting small hedges. 

Please ring to discuss
how I may help on
01453 543551
Isobel Gamman
1 Quarry Gardens,

Cam, Dursley,
Glos GL11 6HN
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USEFUL ’PHONE NUMBERS & INFORMATION
Parish Councillors: Peter Ashman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .890661

John Burgess . . . . . . . . . . . .07917 785525
Ian Eve . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .890839
Stephen Cook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .860504
Lyulph Lumley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .890491

Parish Clerk: Lynn Thornton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .545880
Village Agent: Sue Colquhoun . . . . . . . . . .07810 630145
Vicar: Rev Ian Robb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .542679
Village Hall: Lesley Chalmers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .890788
Needing a lift to Coaley Church?
Co-ordinator Isobel Farmer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .890556
Tree Warden: Sue Childs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .860334
ST Emergency Water & Sewage Centre (24hr) . . . . .0800 783 4444
Gas Emergency Leaks etc [24 hour] . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0800 111 999
Electricity Loss of Supply [24 hour] . . . . . . . . . . . . .08000 328 1111
Street Lights – lightout@gloscc.gov.uk . . . . . . . . . . .08000 514 514
Village Link . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .01452 423598
County Travel Line 24-hours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .01452 425543
Crimestoppers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0800 555 111
Neighbourhood Watch Ken Wibberley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .890449
Community Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .01453 899000
Lost Property Joy John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .890743
Snow Wardens Sarah Mather . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .861032

Mike Robinson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .860389
Police . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .101

Millwood Spar, based in Cam, prides itself on offering its customers what
they want. After listening to the feedback we have received over the last

few months we have recently introduced a range of products into our store
that are produced by independent, and in many case local, manufacturers.

BUY LOCAL...WE DO!
Hot

Food

Coffee

Cash
Machine

(no charges)

Chilled
Alcohol

Heat to
Eat areaMill Garage, Draycott, Cam, GL11 5DH

Open 7 days a week 7.00/22.00
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GREENLINE
PRIVATE HIRE AND EXECUTIVE CHAUFFEUR
� LOCAL/LONG DISTANCE � AIRPORTS � WEDDINGS

MAKING YOUR JOURNEY SPECIAL

MOBILE: 07754 298690
CAM GREEN, DURSLEY GL11 5HN

New Luxury 6-seater car

Hardware and DIY

u Gardening Requisites
u Free Local Delivery
u Sand & Gravel
u Keys Cut 

Independent Funeral
Director

u 24 hour Personal
Service

u Memorials Supplied
u Pre-paid Funeral Plans
u Grave Maintenance

Phone: (01453) 54 27 54 Fax: (01453) 54 72 76
www.LWClutterbuck.co.uk

L.W.Clutterbuck
24-26 High Street, Cam

Ltd

C J H
FOR ALL YOUR

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
HOME DECORATING

No job too small

Clive John Hill
Tel: 01453 546698

Mobile: 07592 822708

FOX and
HOUNDS
01453 890366

Open for Lunch
Friday 12-2

New and Improved
Sunday Dinners

Served 12-3 then 7-9

from just £6.95

Please let us have contributions
for the next issue by
Friday 16th March 2012

To Lynn Thornton
Mill House, Stancombe, Dursley, GL11 6AY
Telephone 01453 545880
Email newsletter@coaleypc.org.uk

Designed and printed by

Parish Council meetings are normally on the first Tuesday of each
month at 7.30p.m. and all residents are invited to attend.

www.coaleypc.org.uk

1 Ullenwood Court, Ullenwood, Cheltenham, Glos GL53 9QS
DIGITAL PRINT

01242 541073
email: alison@thelocalanswer.co.uk

The Local
ANSWER

VViillllaaggee  HHaallll
FFuunndd  RRaaiissiinngg  EEvveennttss

A challenge cup

Quiz & Chilli ni?ht
will be held in the Village Hall Feb 10th, doors open 7pm- for

7.30pm Start.
Quiz Master Terry Chivers, Licenced bar, Raffle and Chilli +
Baked Potatos. Tickets £10 pp, available from Barbara Tong
(890292). Reserve your table ASAP. Teams consist of up to 6
members, so we are calling all groups in the village to enter a
team or 2 or 3. Don’t be shy we know that there are a few wise
old and young owls out there somewhere. It will be at the wire
by the last round. We can see the W.I. chasing the Parish
Council!! to win the Cup. A sight to behold, shouldn’t be missed. 

DURSLEY & CAM SUPPORT GROUP FOR 

COTSWOLD CARE HOSPICE 
Are holding a 

SPRING FAYRE 
ON 

SUNDAY 
 

25th MARCH 3-5pm 

COALEY 

VILLAGE HALL 
CRAFT, KNITTING and 

CAKE STALLS 

TEA & CAKES AVAILABLE 
ADMISSION FREE 

REGISTERED CHARITY 

NUMBER 298627 
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At Coaley Village Hall,
Fridays from 9.30-10.30pm

Class suitable for all levels, beginners welcome.
Lower impact options available for all dances.

£4 session with 10th class free cards
No booking required, just turn up and have a go!

Please contact Jane on 01453 548189
or see www.worldjungle.org.uk

for more information

CCooookkeerryy  DDeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn
A cookery demonstration is being organised by Wives Fellowship

in the Village Hall on March  Wed. 7th.
Call Lyn Hallam for more details (899057).

CCrreeaamm  TTeeaass  --  SSuunnddaayy  
March 11th - 2pm

Cream teas with all the trimmings, good wholesome cakes etc to
eat in or take away, plus a few stalls, contact Pat Grimwood

(890689).

Don’t forget ... CCooaalleeyy  CCaanntteeeenn
held on the 3rd Wednesday of every month (Feb 22nd, next one).

Call Barbara Tong (890292) to reserve a place. 
Up to 30 catered for. A different menu each month.

WWhhiisstt  ggrroouupp
held on the 1st Monday of the month in the Jubilee Room.

Call Joan Lumley for details(890491). First one Feb 6th.

Quiz Nights
1st Monday of each Month from
8pm, FREE FOOD. Cash Prize

Saturday 18th Feb Opening Hours
2.30 till 12 No food all day
Jon and Abi’s Wedding 2pm

at Coaley Church
Saturday 28th Jan 9pm

Music from
Acoustic Craig

Saturday 11th Feb 9pm
Music from Leon Daye
Saturday 25th Feb 9pm
Music from Harmonique
Saturday 17th March 9pm
music from Good God
Know St Patricks Day

All aspects of tree work undertaken:
Hedging, Felling, Crown Reduction/
Re-shaping, Crown Lifting etc.

– Free Assessment and Quotations
– Fully Qualified and Insured

Please call Ian Howell:
0800 7569914

www.ecoarborist.co.uk
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MMUUSSIICCHHAALLLL  22001122
FFRRII..  FFEEBB..  2244tthh  aanndd  2255tthh,,  FFRRII..  MMAARRCCHH  22nndd

aanndd  SSAATT..  MMAARRCCHH  33rrdd..
Not only is 2012 the year of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee, it is
also the Pearl Anniversary of Coaley Musichall. It hardly seems
possible that the very first one was almost half a lifetime ago!  I
wonder how many remember that very first one, produced, not
by me, but by Dr. and Mrs. Gamman, under pressure, I suspect,
from sons home from University, of ideas.

At that first MUSICHALL, I was asked to organise the
suppers, which I did , and appear on stage.  It was such fun that
the following year, I took over production, and Francis Randall
offered to take on catering responsibilities, and so it has
continued.

At that time Gordon Farmer, was our superb Chairman, with
his quick wit, sense of humour, and incredible command of the
English language,he ensured the true essence of Musichall was
upheld in Coaley.

Over 30 years we have covered a wide variety of acts, ranging
from the sublime to the ridiculous. Seven of us appeared draped
in diamonds (fake of course), to do a take-off of Shirley Bassey,
well rehearsed in the lounge of the Old Swan. No-one who saw
it could forget Colin,

man in charge of Horsley Tip, stripped to the waist for what
can only be described as a Belly 

Dance, with Top Hat, or Isobel (Farmer) and Sue Withers as
two ladies from the Salvation Army, Happy Eliza - Contented
Jane. 

Around the 10th year of Musichall I introduced a Classical
Quartet, many doubted the wisdom, but QUADRIFIDUS soon
quelled those doubts as they stunned everyone with their
Musical talent , well known pieces such as Ravell's Bollero,
delivered with much fun and humour.

When Gordon retired in 2000, the gavel was placed in the
very capable hands of Huvan Thompson, our present
Chairman.Frances continued overseeing the catering until 3
years ago.

So this, our 30th year is a very special one which we hope
you will enjoy.

For reservations telephone 890449.

Maureen Wibberley 
Chairperson Church social committee    

CCOOAALLEEYY  PPRROODDUUCCEE  SSHHOOWW
Coaley produce show will be held on 

Saturday 1st September 2012 at 2pm
This will be the 70th show so we hope it will be very popular.

The committee had considered a change of date to the 8th
September as it was thought that people may still be on
holiday, however we realised that we had not given very much
notice of the change as people have already planned their
gardening year.
We will accept early entries at the shop, so being on holiday on
entry night is no excuse !
This year’s knitting pattern is a premature baby jacket –
suitable patterns will be available in the shop or from Joan
Lumley. The jackets will be donated to Special Care units
locally. The pattern can be plain or fancy but should button up
to a round neck – not a V neck. 

MMYY  SSPPRRIINNGG  GGAARRDDEENN

As you lovingly tend your garden, in
anticipation of the beautiful flowers
you will produce later on in the
summer, for fun, why not enter it
this year in the annual Gardens’ Cup
Competition? The informal
competition, which has been run in
Coaley for over 40 years, will be
held on Sunday 11th March 2012.
Any resident can enter; size or rarity
of plants does not come into it. This
year the feature should prove
popular with entrants, as the subject
is “My Spring Garden”. Two
independent judges spend about 15
minutes in each garden and love to
be asked for tips and advice. Entry
forms cost 25p and will be available
at the shop or from Tylan Bahcheli,
The Homestead, The Ham, 01453
860230. The closing date is 12:00
Sunday 4th March 2012. The cup
will be presented to the winner on
Show day, Saturday 1st September.

WHY WE NEED HIGH-SPEED BROADBAND…
HEALTH & WELLBEING   
� Specialist medical services are becoming concentrated in large

urban hospitals. High definition video via high-speed broadband
can link consultant, local GP and patient, cutting waiting time
and patient travel from rural areas 

� ‘At risk’ patients can have their vital signs monitored remotely
via the internet, giving them 24-hour access to specialist care,
while staying in their own homes

� Staying in touch with friends, loved ones and health care
services online can help people to live at home longer, saving
expensive hospital or residential care

� Medical help and advice is available year round 24/7 online –
during the swine flu epidemic 2.7m people used the NHS Direct
online symptom checker 

FAMILY, FRIENDS & FUN  
� With high-speed internet access, you can download movies, music

and games of your choice, quickly and when you want them 
� Keeping in regular touch with friends and family – wherever they

are – will be increasingly possible without leaving your home,
using video links best viewed with high-speed broadband

� Organising your social life, researching and booking travel,
accommodation, films, restaurants, exhibitions, concerts and
so on is increasingly frustrating without fast web access 

� Social networking, sharing videos, photos and music, playing
online games – even looking up the name of that strange insect
you saw in the garden – is much more accessible with high-
speed broadband 

EDUCATION    

What broadband speeds mean 
Broadband speed is the rate at which data is sent (uploaded) or
received (downloaded) through your connection. It is measured
in kilobits per second (Kbps) or megabits per second (Mbps).
The best way to understand all this is to look at what different
speeds allow you to do on the Internet. 

At 512Kbps you can: 

• load a typical web page in 1.6 secs 

• download a 5-minute song in 1 min 30 secs 

• stream* low quality video 

At 2Mbps you can: 

• load a web page in 0.4 secs 

• download a song in 20 secs

• stream medium quality video

At 8Mbps you can: 

• load a web page virtually instantaneously 

• download a song in 2.5 secs

• stream TV quality video

Source: www.broadband.co.uk

*  Streaming means your computer can play
music or video while it downloads. 

There are several websites you can use to
find out your current broadband connection
speed. The BBC has one at
http://bbc.in/broadbandtest

� Schools and colleges increasingly expect homework and
coursework to be submitted online – and access to the internet
is essential for research at home for all students. Reference
books are being replaced more often with online multi-media
resources for home study, or downloadable onto ‘e-readers’ 

� Schools increasingly communicate with students and parents
via the internet, and high-speed broadband can help them link to
other schools locally, nationally and internationally, sharing
resources  

� The world’s leading university and colleges are offering more
online courses and qualifications

TRAVEL & PUBLIC SERVICES     
� Rising fuel costs will increase the pressure to travel only when

absolutely necessary; broadband-based video conferencing can
replace many journeys to meetings, whether in the next town or
across the globe

� With both national and local government squeezed financially,
the public sector is turning to the internet to make delivering a
range of services more sustainable 

� Whether interacting with Whitehall or your local Town Hall, the
internet will play an increasing role in our democratic processes 

“The main reason I’m doing this is for my three-year-old daughter,
because when she goes to school, she won’t be able to get the
most out of it unless she has access to faster internet.”   

Broadcaster and writer, Broadband Champion Toby Murcott 

Published by the Borders Broadband Partnership 2011
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Join the campaign to bring
high-speed broadband to

rural Gloucestershire
www.gfirst.co.uk/broadband

Fast broadband could transform the way you and
your family live, work, learn and play. 
Parts of rural Gloucestershire have some of the slowest
internet speeds in the UK. Borders Broadband is a partnership
of local councils, communities and businesses working to
persuade commercial broadband suppliers to invest in
bringing high-speed broadband services to our rural areas. 

We have to prove that there is real demand
for high-speed broadband from people living,
learning and working in our rural communities.
This is where you can help! Please take five
minutes to complete our surveys:

Household: www.gfirst.co.uk/broadband

Business: http://bit.ly/betterbroadband

Printed questionnaires may be delivered to your home by

local broadband champions or available at your library. The

questionnaire is intended to be accessible to all. If you need

assistance, please contact Chris Cowcher at Gloucestershire

Rural Community Council on 01452 528491

SHOPPING & SAVINGS 
� Access to high-speed broadband in rural areas will help families

and elderly people research the best shopping deals and cut
household bills. Hundreds of pounds can be saved by paying
energy and other bills online

� Living in a rural area with limited bus services no longer limits
where you shop – order online and the world is your shopping mall

� Estate agents say more home buyers are looking for high-speed
home internet connection for pleasure, learning and business,
when looking for a new home

JOBS & WORK 
� Web technologies and reliable high-speed broadband mean

rural businesses can compete on a level playing field nationally
and internationally, cutting business running costs and finding
new customers and business partners around the globe 

� High-speed broadband can create new ways of working,
helping people to run businesses from home, selling online,
cutting commuting costs and increasing flexible working

� Searching for work, products or services, researching markets,
checking regulations and keeping up to date with business news
is increasingly reliant on a high-speed broadband connection – as
is paying VAT, taxes and complying with government regulations

“It’s a real opportunity for people to join forces and have their say.
Let’s see what we can do to make it happen!” 

Broadband Champion Hylary Kingham

“It’s a tough marketplace out there. To compete, we have to have the
same access to fast broadband as people in London or Birmingham.”

Chris Kenny, GKA Ltd

Working together to bring high-speed broadband providers to
Gloucestershire and Herefordshire

www.gfirst.co.uk/broadband      bordersbroadband@herefordshire.gov.uk

Why we need high-speed broadband…

No. 1

‘Now hear ye all this, good men of
Bamburgh,’ shouted the cloaked man over
the rumble of storm thunder. The audience
peered into the darkness. What came next
is history in the making: he announced
plans for a local lifesaving service. It was the
opening chapter of a story that ends with the
Royal National Lifeboat Institution as we
know it today.

Two hours later, after an emotional
journey, the audience filed out of the hall into
the village. This wasn’t 18th century
Bamburgh in Northumberland but 21st
century Cranham, a tiny community in
Gloucestershire. The play they had just seen
– Out of the Mist – brought key moments
in the RNLI’s history to the stage: the first
days of lifeboating, the formation of the RNLI
and the deeds of famous rescuers.

Now the play has become a full theatre
production.

A sailing trip with a family friend gave Alan
Tyson his first face-to-face experience of the
RNLI. Royal Marine Jason Ward had been
posted to Norway and planned to sail
there. Alan accompanied Jason with some
other pals, and they were sailing off the
Norfolk coast when the Great Yarmouth and
Gorleston all-weather lifeboat drew close.

“They explained that they had been out
training when they saw us in dangerous
shallow water,” says Alan. “They kindly
escorted us to the station and showed us
around. It made me realise that lifeboat crew
are unsung heroes: all down- to-earth and
extremely professional.”

Jason championed the RNLI for the rest
of his life, which sadly ended two years later.
He was killed in a helicopter crash while
serving in the Iraq war.

The ‘Out of the Mist’ story

“The whole experience planted a seed of
support for the RNLI that grew and grew,”
says Alan. “I initially wanted to create a small
presentation that would raise funds, but, as
I read about the history, it fast became a stage
docu-drama.” That perseverance has paid off
with another successful production in the
Gloucestershire village of May Hill.

And now, Out of the Mist will be produced
for the RNLI in association with Jenny Wren
Productions on the stage of the award
winning Parabola Arts Centre, Cheltenham,
on Thursday 29 March, matinee and evening,
and Friday 30 March, evening, as part of the
theatre’s Creative Community initiative.

All proceeds will benefit the RNLI – Jason
would be so pleased. For more details
please visit www.cheltenhamrnli.org.uk or
email tyson679@btinternet.com. Tickets cost
£12 (U-12s £5) and are available from the
Parabola Arts Centre – box office 01242 707
338 www.parabolaartscentre.co.uk

Alan Tyson – creator of ‘Out of the Mist’www.dont-do-dating.co.uk

Thursday 2 February
DRINKS EVENING
Every first Thursday at The Lansdown Bar
(upstairs room). Your entrance ticket entitles
you to a FREE drink and some delicious
nibbles. 8pm – £10.
Wednesday 15 February
KICK START 2012*
Tips, tasters & advice on how to eat, exercise
and train yourself fit, healthy and stress free.
Listen to and discuss with a number of local
experts. 5.30pm at The Lansdown Bar. £12
per session inc. welcome drink and nibbles
and £1 from every ticket will be donated to
the National Star Centre. Please pre-book.
Featuring Pure Body Balance, WNHF and
others. *NB: Kick Start is an open event – it is
not exclusive to DDD members.
Saturday 11 or 25 February (tbc)
COUNTRY WALK & PUB LUNCH
Location tbc. A refreshing walk amongst new
friends followed by a 2 course pub lunch with
drink. 10.30am. £16. Dogs welcome (only
assistance dogs allowed in pub). Please pre-
book.
Wednesday 22 February
‘GAME’ MEAT 3 COURSE DINNER
3 courses of amazing food have been designed
just for us. Join us at the Storyteller at 7.30pm.
£22. Pre-booking only.
Tuesday 28 February
GHOST TOUR & SPOOKY STORIES
Dare to tour around the stunning, historic and
spooky 600 year old hotel – with plenty of
hidden secrets and stories and a chance to
chat to the ghost lady! Includes Winter Pimms
/ non-alcoholic option – The New Inn,
Gloucester. 7pm. £12.50 (Free parking after
7pm at Kings Walk Car park just around the
corner). Please pre-book.
Thursday 1 March
DRINKS EVENING
The Lansdown Bar (upstairs). Inc. first drink
and more than simple nibbles! 8pm – £10.
Wednesday 14 March
DRINKS EVENING
The New Inn, Gloucester. Inc. first drink and
more than simple nibbles! 8pm – £10. Free
parking after 7pm at Kings Walk car park just
around the corner.

For more information on all events ...

CallAntonia on 07952 948437
hello@dont-do-dating.co.uk

Thursday 29 March
Matinee at 2.30pm and
evening performance

at 7.30pm

Friday 30 March
Evening performance

at 7.30pm
Tickets £12 each and £5

for under 12s from
Parabola Arts Centre

box office – 01242 707338
www.parabolaartscentre.co.uk
All proceeds will go towards

the work of the RNLI, the
charity that saves lives at sea.

Cheltenham RNLI Branch present

Out of the Mist
A unique and extraordinary play, full of humour,
sadness, triumph and disaster, about the history
of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI)
Written by Cranham resident Alan Tyson, the
play is to be performed at the award winning
Parabola Arts Centre, Parabola Road,
Cheltenham GL50 3AA.

CCooaalleeyy  TTeennnniiss  aanndd  RReeccrreeaattiioonn
CClluubb  NNeeeeddss  yyoouu!!!!

Did you know that:
• Being a member entitles you to free access to the flood
lit courts for 365 days a year (although a small charge
for electricity is made if flood lights are used)
• An annual  family membership costs just £65 and
offers tremendous value compared to other sports clubs.
Individual memberships are also available.
• Children have been offered 6 weeks of free
professional coaching during the summer term
• We have our own tennis ball machine which is
available to hire for a small fee. 

If you are looking to get yourself fit or learn a new
sport or just play for fun then join Coaley Tennis Club.

We are also looking for new committee members,
particularly anyone who is enthusiastic about the sport
and who would like to “rev” up the club.  Perhaps
organise a club night, competitions, coaching etc.  The
current committee all have other commitments and
priorities and we are currently chairmanless. If you are
interested in becoming a member, helping with the
running of the club, or require any more information
then please contact any of the names below:
Helen Wilcox: 860281
Ali Tuck: 890867
Fiona Porter: 860910 

Valentine Shortbread
Hearts

Ingredients:
225g/8oz plain flour.
150g/5.5oz butter, cut into small pieces.
125g/4.5oz caster sugar.
1 tsp vanilla flavouring.
Extra caster sugar, for dusting.

1 Lightly grease a baking tray or line with greaseproof paper.
2 Sieve the flour into a large bowl and rub in the butter pieces
with your fingers until it resembles breadcrumbs.

3 Stir in the caster sugar and vanilla flavouring then bring the
mixture together using your hands to make a firm dough.

4 Lightly flour work surface, then roll out the dough to a thick-
ness of 2.5cm/1 inch. Cut out approx 16 hearts with a heart-
shaped biscuit cutter about 5cm/2 inches across and 2.5cm/1
inch deep.

5 Place the hearts on the prepared baking tray and bake in a
preheated oven, 180C/350F/Gas Mark 4, for 15-20 mins un-
til light golden in colour.

6 Transfer to a cooling rack and when ready to serve, dust with
the extra caster sugar.

Serving suggestions – just as a plain biscuit or dip half in choco-
late, with strawberries and cream, or to accompany a choco-
late mousse.
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VViillllaaggee  AAggeenntt  
I would like to draw your attention to some information which I
found enlightening and may be of help to you.

Should you be so unfortunate as to find your sight is
deteriorating do get an eye test as soon as possible. If it is
impossible to get to an optician it is likely you can arrange a home
visit. Telephone your optician, and if they are unable to help
please telephone me. Around 250,000 people in the UK are
diagnosed with Macular Degeneration. If you are so unfortunate it
is vital to catch the condition early as “wet” degeneration can be
treated, which may prevent further deterioration and possibly even
repair some of the damage to the eyes.

Some people with the onset on Macular Degeneration may
suffer from hallucinations but are well in themselves, lucid and
not confused. It could be that they have Charles Bonnet
Syndrome. Village agents had been given a talk by Gloucestershire
County Association for the Blind and were told about this
syndrome. The Casualty Eye Clinic verified that other than giving
reassurance and making sure the light conditions are at their best
there is nothing to be done. However the likelihood is that the
hallucinations will stop within 18 months. Every case is different

and though the whole experience may be alarming at least
knowing that nearly everyone will get better is helpful. This is not
a mental illness.

It is very important to get diagnosed by your doctor if you are
experiencing anything of this nature as there are often logical
explanations such as having an infection or a lack of fluids.

Please telephone me if you like to discuss this article, but in any
case getting you should get your eyes tested regularly. You may
not have to pay, your optician will be able to let you know what
to expect.

Useful telephone numbers. 
Macular Disease Society Helpline 
0845 241 2041
Stroud and District MDS group, contact Sandra Best
01453 833614
Gloucestershire County Association for the Blind (GCAB)
01242 221170
Casualty Eye Clinic
08454 223 578
RNIB 0303 123 9999

CCooaalleeyy  VViillllaaggee  SShhoopp
MMoorree  cceelleebbrraattiioonnss!!

It may feel as though we’ve only just
got Christmas out of the way and we
want to get into a nice little rut with
nothing much to think about.  Wake
up!  There are more special days on
the way and Coaley Village Shop is
there to help you celebrate them.

For all you romantics, and I’m sure
you’re out there, St. Valentine’s Day is just round the corner.
February 14th, in case you’d forgotten.  The village shop will be
stocking chocolates and cards so there’s no excuse to forget that
special person in your life.  You know they deserve it!

And just a week later Tuesday 21st is Shrove Tuesday.  We’ll
be stocking all the ingredients you need for sweet or savoury
pancakes together with delicious recipe ideas.

BBuuyy  llooccaall
Buying local is about protecting the environment.  It’s also

about getting the best that’s on offer.  Coaley shop is committed
to both and we’re trying to make it easier for you.  We are
planning to take orders from our customers for Frocester Fayre
and Berkeley Estate venison.

If you would be interested in this please ask in the shop.
Coaley community shop – run by the community for the

community.
Martin Gregg

WWaarrmm  HHoommee  DDiissccoouunntt  SScchheemmee
I would like to tell you about The Warm Home Discount Scheme
(WHD), which came into operation in April 2011, replacing many
of the Social Tariff Discount schemes offered by Energy
Companies. We understand the WHD is offered for electricity
consumption only.

EEnneerrggyy  ccoommppaanniieess  wwhhoo  aarree  ppaarrttiicciippaattiinngg  iinn  tthhiiss  SScchheemmee  aarree  ::
Atlantic, British Gas, EDF Energy, E.ON, Equigas, Manweb,

M&S Energy, Npower, Sainsbury’s Energy, Scottish Gas, Scottish
Hydro, Scottish Power, Southern Electricity, SSE,  Swalec and
Utility Warehouse. 

If you qualify under the scheme you will receive an automatic
£120 discount on your electricity bill for winter 2011/2012, as
well as for the next 3 winters. You will automatically qualify for
the discount if you receive the Guarantee Credit element of
Pension Credit on the qualifying date, which is 11 September
2011. Your energy supplier should send you a letter confirming
your entitlement. We understand letters are to be sent out from
mid November 2011 to the end of February 2012. 

Anyone who receives some Savings Credit element of Pension
Credit as well the Guarantee Credit, or only the Savings element
of Pension Credit will not automatically qualify for the discount.
If you are in this situation we suggest you contact your energy
supplier to discuss your possible eligibility for the discount.

Under the WHD, electricity suppliers may also give a discount
of £120 to some customers who don’t automatically qualify. Most
suppliers have identified these customers as those who receive a
means-tested benefit, such as Income Support, Income Based
Jobseekers Allowance, Income Based Employment Support
Allowance, and who either have a child under 5 years, or receive a
disability benefit.

Money for this scheme is limited and some suppliers have set a
cap on the number of customers, who don’t automatically qualify,
they are prepared to allow the discount to. Instead they are
offering the discount on a first-come, first-served basis. 

If you would like more information about the Warm Home
Discount please contact your Energy Company or The
Department for Energy and Climate Change, who are responsible
for WHD policy and legislation. They can be contacted on
enquiries@decc.gsi.gov.uk 
DECC telephone number : 0300 060 4000. 
Should you wish to get in touch with me,  Sue Colquhoun, please
call 07810 630 145, and if I do not answer leave a message and I
will get back to you as soon as I can.   

VViillllaaggee  HHaallll
We now have building plans. Ready to start. The Roof, yea, we
must start at the top, to make the hall water proof, but we need
the cash before we can progress. The money raised to date barely
covered the architect's fees (they do not work for minimum
wages). All available funding organisations are being investigated
and we hope to put our first application within the month. If
there is anyone in the village who knows where funds are
available, please get in touch with Tony Eve. (860510)
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DATE EVENT VENUE TIME CONTACT

6th February Whist Group Jubilee Room Joan Lumley 890491
7th February Parish Council Meeting Jubilee Room 7.30pm Lynn Thornton 545880
10th February Challenge Cup quiz and chilli night Village Hall 7.00 for 7.30pm Barbara Tong 890292
15th February Bits & Pieces about Dursley with Gerry Pierce Village Hall 7.30pm Daphne Pearce 890224
22nd February Coaley Canteen Village Hall Barbara Tong 890292
5th March Whist Group Jubilee Room Joan Lumley 890491
6th March Parish Council Meeting Jubilee Room 7.30pm Lynn Thornton 545880
7th March Wives Fellowship

Cookery Demonstration Village Hall 7.30pm Lyn Hallam 899507
11th March Cream Teas Village Hall 2pm Pat Grimwood 890689
21st March “Engineering Concord - short history of the

aircraft” with Colin Wyatt.  (Visitors welcome) Village Hall 7.30pm Daphne Pearce 890224

Dates for your diary

The Mobile Library will be visiting on 3rd, 17th and 31st January, also the 14th and 28th February. Dates for March have been
confirmed as 13th and 17th.

RRoogguuee  TTrraaddeerrss
There is a rogue trader in our district. The individual trades as a tree
surgeon and advertises in the local media. He is very convincing and
conveys himself in a confident manner. The quality of his work is
very poor reducing the life expectancy of the trees that he works on.
Residents can find a list of professional tree surgeons at
www.trees.org.uk

BBrrooaaddbbaanndd
As you can see from the article in the newsletter, GRCC are working
very hard at trying to improve the broadband service in rural areas.
If you could please complete the online questionnaire it would be
appreciated.

NNeeww  RReeccrreeaattiioonn  FFeennccee
Due to the condition of the fence on the recreation field, the council
took the decision to replace it. The new fence is now in place and
hopefully will stand for another 25years.

PPllaannnniinngg
The council has numerous planning applications coming before
them over the last couple of months and they have also received
notification from Stroud District Council on the outcome of
application. These are listed below:

AApppplliiccaattiioonnss::
Trenley House – Retrospective application for a pool house.
Trenley House – Outdoor riding arena.
Grove Orchard, Knapp Lane – 2 storey extension.

VViillllaaggee  HHaallll  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt

The Village hall committee has approached the Parish council
requesting a piece of land owned by the parish council be
transferred into the ownership of the village hall. This parcel of
land is needed to enable the development to proceed as planned. 

The council will be voting on this proposal at the next council
meeting on Tuesday 7th February at 7.30pm in the Jubilee
Room.

NNoottiiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  ddeecciissiioonnss::

BBaarrnn  BB,,  UUppppeerr  SSiillvveerr  SSttrreeeett  FFaarrmm,,  SSiillvveerr  SSttrreeeett  - Works to Barn
B in addition to those permitted in Application S.09/1186/LBC
dated 12.08.2009 
Consent on this application

CCaarraavvaann,,  TTrreennlleeyy  RRooaadd - Change of use of land from
agricultural to residential, including stationing of residential
caravan.
Permission granted.

CChhuurrcchh  FFaarrmm,,  TThhee  SSttrreeeett - Replacing two ground floor
windows. 
Permission granted.

LLaanndd  AAtt  MMiillllhhaamm,,  EEllmmccoottee  LLaannee - Minor amendment to
planning permission S.09/0282/FUL to reorientation calf rearing
building. Permission granted.

CCoonnssttaabblleess  CCoottttaaggee – Erection of side extension and carport.
Permission granted

FFoooottppaatthhss  &&  NNoorrttoonnss  AAlllleeyy
As reported in the last newsletter the
council with the assistance of the work
party from Leyhill HMP has improved
the footpath at Norton’s Alley,
hopefully everyone has managed to
enjoy these improvements. The
councillors monitor the footpaths in
the village and report any hazards or
broken stiles, should you discover any
faults on your walks please advise the
clerk on 545880 or
lynnthornton01@gmail.com to ensure
these are reported and dealt with at the
earliest opportunity. If you could
please advise of the footpath number it
would be apprecisted as this speeds up
the process.


